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When the beginner can play this figure quite legafo and
perfectly. at a moderate speed, in various keys, repeating it
four times in each key, at the same time giving unremitting
attention to the touch, the correct position of body, elbows,
wrists and fingers, and counting aloud continuously the bar-
divisions (crotchets),—he may then use the present work with
profit. Velocity is by no means the object aimed at. Repetition
of a note is avoided, except in slow time or after a rest (which
naturally did not lessen the labour). Further, the use of the
little finger and the thumb on black notes is avoided (except
from No. 182 onwards); also the so-called dynamic marks of
expression (f, p, cres., &c.), and, lastly, all double notes and
ornaments. At the proper time the latter may be introduced
by the teacher. On the other hand, every attention must be
paid to the production of the tone, to tone-connection (legato),
and above all to a ** singing ** style of playing (for touch is to
the pianist what breathing is to the singer); and so from the
very beginning one must always strive after a neat and perfectly
correct performance. The exercises in themselves are easy
enough.

That the beginning of anything is difficult, indeed the chief
difficulty, is well known to every piano teacher who has had
any experience in the matter. In this department our grand
Old Masters have left little or nothing behind them for the
pupil. The design of the present work is, then, so far as it
goes, to fill up this unquestionable gap. As the compass does
not in any piece exceed a fifth, every temptation to the performer
to look away from the music to the keys is removed. Thus the
eye becomes familiar with the symbols representing notes,
mechanical playing by heart is avoided, and the pupil learns
¢« to read.” As already hinted, care is taken that there be
expected of him no difficulty which he may not be able to
overcome, even before he has thoroughly committed his little
piece to memory. (Later, he ought by all means to exercise
his memory, in learning by heart daily a certain number of
pieces already well practised). -

The independence of each hand will certainly be most
effectively attained, not by one acting as mere accompaniment
to the other, but by both sooner or later having exactly the same
work to do. For this purpose the form of the Canon is the most
suitable; for, under proper guidance, little people very soon

take a delight in it, and it best develops their taste for the poly-
phonic style ot the great masters.—Finally the pieces are all
short, because longer movements might easily exceed the
comprehension and the patience of young people.

In order to minimise, or at least to relieve, monotony (which
in the case of so great a number of pieces within such narrow
limits could not be entirely avoided), use has been made of the
following means:—change of Rhythm, of Time, and of Key.
With regard to keys, it will be acknowledged that nothing can
possibly be more tedious, more wearisome, more soul-killing, or
more terrible for teacher and pupil, than to be doomed to many
long pages without a change from the key of C major. Con-
sequently, all the usual keys have been utilized, and intentionally
arranged in no given order either of fifths or of related keys.
Further, variety of character is imparted to the melodies by
using as their foundation the different tetrachords (of course
extending the compass to a fifth by the addition of a note above
or below). For example, a melody which lies between the st
and 5th degrees will sound different from one between the 5th
and 9th, the 6th and 10th, and the Tth and 11th degrees of the
same scale. Use is made of such variety wherever practicable.
The imitations are mostly in the octave, but they will also be
found fairly frequently in other intervals. A few are used in the
inversion, for which purpose double counterpoint (in the 8ve) is
used. The following time-signatures are represented :—

. . 6
’ 3 )y 8 ’ 6

12
8 H

o
alo

3 2
4 4

Tl
=

It is clear, then, that the author has spared no trouble.
Bearing in mind, the precept ‘* Nothing can be too good for the
young,” he has at least done his utmost. It is to be hoped
that the little critics will be satisfied with him.

Also to more advanced pupils these Canons will commend
themselves: in the first place as exercises in sight reading,
afterwards as material for the study and practice of transposition.
And many of them might be made use of as exercises in the
teaching of singing, especially with the addition of words.

As to the origin of this work a few words may be permitted.
More than thirty years ago 50 Canons of the same kind
appeared. The Imperial Court Kapellmeister, DR. Haxs von
BuLow, encouraged the author some years ago to prepare a
new edition of it. Without his encouragement this would
certainly not have been done. With a riper judgment about 20
numbers were rejected. Among the present 200 pieces only a
few of the old ones remain, and these have been remodelled.
Accordingly, this book appears as an almost entirely new work;
it could not, therefore, be published as a second edition of the
old one (now long out of print).

KONRAD MAX KUNZ.
MunicH, 1875.

*Translation by George Langley
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THUMER’S SONATINA SCHOOL

FOR THE PIANOFORTE

A Selection of carefully graded movements from the best known Classical and Modern Sonatinas.

. Edn. No. 5971
BOOK 1. (Preparatory Grade.)
ZILCHER... ...Rondino ...
CLEMENTI Allegro ...
DIABELLI ...dllegro moderato
LICHNER ..Rondo ... e
CLEMENTI ..Andante ...
REINECKE «..Shepherds’ Dance
CLEMENTI ... Spiritoso ...
DIABELLI ...Sc erzo ...
HORVATH . Allegretto ...
DIABELL1 ...Polonaise ...
DUSSEK ... ...Rondo
REINECKE ...Rondino ...
ESIPOFF ... ...Romance ...
ANDRE...... «.Moderato ...
Edn. No. 5972
BOOK 1I. (Preparatory Grade.)
KUHLAU... ...Allegretto ...
SCHMITT ...Andantino...
LOESCHHORN ...A4llegro ma grazioso
CLEMENTI ...Presto
CLEMENTI ...Rondo ...
GURLITT ...Vivace ...
DIABELLI ...Allegro moderato
AHN CARSE ...Allegro vivo
DUSSEK ... ...dllegro quasi presto
CLEMENTI .. dllegro con spirito
Edn. No. 5973
BOOK III. (Preliminary Grade.)
SCHMITT ..Rondo ... .
DUSSEK ... . Allegro non tanto
CLEMENTI ...Andante con espressione...
DIABELLI ...Scherzando
KUHLAU... .. Andantino...
KELLER ... ...Allegro con spirito
MOZART... ... Allegro spiritoso ...
SCHMITT «..Andante
CLEMENTI ...Allegro con spirito
KUHLAU... . Allegro con affetto
DIABELLI ..Tempo di marcia
KUHLAU... «.Allegro con spirito
End. No. 5974
BOOK V. (Preliminary Grade.)
KEILLER ... ...Quasi Menuetto e grazioso ...
KUHLAU... ...Tempo di marcia ...
ESIPOFF ... ...Allegro expressivo
DIABELLI ...Rondo
BEETHOVEN ..Tempo di menuetto
KUHLAU... Vivace ...
GURLITT ... Vivace
ROHDE ...Andante con moto
KRUG ...dAllegro giocoso e
LOESCHHORN...Moderato ...
BEETHOVEN ...Larghetto maestoso

“This collection forms an admirable introduction to the Classical Sonatas and the entire literature of music.”
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Edn, No. 5975

BOOK V. (Elementary Grade.)
KUHLAU... wdllegro ...
DIABELLI ...Allegro moderato
KUHLAU... LAllegro L . e e
DUSSEK ... ..Rondo ...
DUSSEK ... «.Menuetto ... . -
LAUBACH ...Andante ...
ESIPOFF ... . Allegro vivace ...
PAUER ... «..Molto allegro ...
SCHUMANN ...Con anima

LOESCHHORN ...dnrdante sostensuto .

Edn. No. 5976

BOOK VI. (Elementary Grade.)
DUSSEK ... Allegretto ...
ROHDE...... Allegro ...

BEETHOVEN ...Andante

ROHDE ... . Allegretto scherzando

PAUER ... ...Molto vivace

LOESCHHORN ...Andante ... .

KELLER ... ...Allegretto grazioso

FARJEON «..Allegro non troppo ma con spirito

SCHUMANN ..dllegro ..
Edn. No. 5977

BOOK VII. (Lower Grade.)

KELLER ... ...Allegro alla Polacca

LOESCHHORN...Allegro marcato ...

DUSSEK ... ..Andantino

GOETZ ... ...Rondo .

PAUER ... ...Maestoso, in tempo di marcia ...

GOETZ .. ..Allegro moderato ...

PAUER ... ww.Alla Tarantella ... .

Edn. No. 5978
BOOK VIII. (Higher Grade.)

PAUER Minuetto ...
GOETZ ... Allegretto grazioso
PAUER Allegretto ...
SCHARWENKA dlegro ...
SCHUMANN  ...In tempo d'una marcia ...
PAUER ... . Minuetio .
GOETZ ... wdllegro con brio ...

Each Book 3/- net
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