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TO THE PUBLIC.

Tue unrivalled excellence of English Glees, Madrigals, Catches, Rounds, Canons, and Duets, has been
universally allowed for ages: and the admirable and frequent performance of them at the Theatre, the Festive
board, in the Concert room, and Domestic circle, at once proves them capable of delighting an audience com-
prising all grades of society. But, hitherto, the excellence of those performances has been sustained principally
by professional persons, who are well acquainted with the use of the various Cleffs, and can readily condense the
whole of the vocal parts, or score, (in the absence of a Pianoforte part) and thereby add an accompaniment
which may keep the performers in tune, although it will not increase either the grandeur or richness of the per-
formance. This is a species of knowledge and tact that very few amateur performers possess; whilst the
majority of them are totally incapable of adding even such an accompaniment, however deficient it may be.

There are many charming Glees published with an accompaniment formed upon this principle; but the
effect produced is meagre, and, consequently, very unsatisfactory: thus, when a solo is introduced, which is
neither intended for the subject of a Fugue, or even what is termed Imitation, the accompaniment is merely a
repetition of it in single notes, performed only by the right or left hand; and this species of accompaniment
is frequently extended to more than twenty bars in succession: a Pianoforte part having been added to the
original compositions, which comprises the vocal parts only, as they occur. A similar accompaniment, if
attempted by any single instrument in a numerous and well appointed orchestra, would tend rather to excite
the risibility, than increase the pleasure of an audience.

The Pianoforte accompaniment to a Glee, should partake as much of charaecteristic and orchestral effect, as
that of any other vocal composition: but no professional performer, however readily he may be able to read the
various Cleffs, and condense a vocal score, could supply an accompaniment impromptu, that would be equal to
one which was produced by mature deliberation: elegant specimens of which are to be found in the compositions
of Storace, Bishop, Attwood, &e.  Five times by the taper’s light;” < The Chough and Crow;” “ The Curfew,”
and “ As it fell upon a day,” will always be admired by the lovers of concerted music. Most of the productions
of both ancient and modern masters are without any Pianoforte accompaniment whatever; although many of
the modern school are published with the defective accompaniment already mentioned.

The design of this undertaking is, therefore, to introduce to the notice of the musical Public, a splendid
edition of ghe best works of our ancient and modern composers: comprising GLEES, MADRIGALS, CATCHES,
Rounps, CANons, and DueTs; together with A CHARACTERISTIC ACCOMPANIMENT FOR THE PIANOFORTE,

that will at onge embrace the imagery of the poetry, and the leading features of Orchestral effect. The Treble
Cleff is also substituted for the C Cleff in the vocal parts.

The amateur Pianiste will thus be enabled to add richness and grandeur to the performance of some of the
most delightful compositions of the English school, many of which are unknown to all but the experienced
performer; and, even with him, a characteristic Pianoforte accompaniment added to the Madrigal, Catch, and
Round, will be a pleasing novelty.

A few pieces, already having a Pianoforte accompaniment, corresponding with the original design of this
work appear in it, and any alterations that may have been made in that accompaniment is for the sole purpose
of increasing the general effect.

JOHN WHITAKER.
Thavie’s Inn, Holborn.
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| King of ghosts and sha-dows there; We Fai - ries ™ all, at -
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lads and lasses mer-ry be,With| possets and with| juncates fine;Un-
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