Care for thy soul

William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Dow Partbooks (Christ Church, 1580s, Oxford MSS 984-988)
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Care for thy soul as thing of greatest price,
made to the end to taste of power divine,
devoid of guilt, abhorring sin and vice,

apt by God's grace to virtue to incline,

care for it so, as by thy retchless train,

it be not brought to taste eternal pain.
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