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PREFACE.

4
Although the numerous brilliani compositions for the Violin produced of late years

on the Continent, have in some degree withdrawn attentiu;n from Corelli, no new disco_
veries as yet replace the advantages which the study of that Master confers on the style
and .mechanism of the Violinist. The Sonatas seem in that respect durable as the Violin it _
self; they contain all the elements of a simple, majestic, and expressive style. But to appreci -
ate Corelli at his true rank in the Art, we must consider his compositions as creations with_
out any known model _ their variety and beauty within the narrow limits of the ancient style _
their. powerful influence on contemporary Composers (especially on Handel ) and on the dawning
world of instrumental music. The works of Bassani, Corelli's Master, are now almost illegible . .
Viewed in the light of his own times, Corelli appears not only as a Master of the first rank in the
Art, but as one of the most powerful contributors to musical progress. As it is not inconsistent
with the finest musical intelligence and taste to return at times to the early efforts of the Art,
t.he Editor of the present edition of Corellis Sonatas, has produced them in the modern and con_
venient form of Trios.He has been at some pains to render the Pianoforte part symmetricaland
melodious, and consequently more interesting to the player, than a mere succession of Chords .
In preéparing this part, he has not always strictly adhered to the figured Bass of Corelli; but has
endeavoured rather to preserve the spirit of his effects, than a literal exactness, which might be
less acceptable to ears educated in the elegance of Mozart and Beethoven. The Violin part has
been collated with the best readings of Geminiani and others. The Score contained in the Piano
forte part,will be useful to Organists; and young Bass players will find in that part of the Sona_
tas,the best practice for smoothly fingering their instrument. No one of the objects,in fact,
for which this work was in esteem in the last Century, is in the least degree weakened
at the. present day; and this the Editor trusts will prove the best apology for the pre._

sent undertaking.
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