
A Mancunian artist's practical creative reply to just criticism

He Was Despised

Variations on a theme of Handel

An Entertainment for String Orchestra

Nicholas Simpson



2

I had the idea for a set of variations on the famous Messiah aria some years ago, at a time when I had experienced

a chastening professional reverse, largely self-inflicted, one which caused a generally robust self-esteem to falter.  

  

Any music dwelling on the things for which I had proper cause for self-pity, however, would be over embarrassingly

quickly, and in the interests of balance I thought I would have to deal with my general all-round startling good fortune

as well.

  

(The piece is described on the title page as an “entertainment” because while I was writing it I imagined that it was

being played at a concert performed by people who liked to enjoy what they were playing, attended by people who 

had come out in order to have a good time). 

  

A truncated version of Handel’s aria is followed by eight variations: 

  

One, in which I lament that I am Not a Famous Conductor;  

  

Two, in which I regret that I am Not a Famous Composer; 

  

Three, in which I notice that I am getting A Bit Thin on Top; 

  

Four, in which I acknowledge that I am Not Much Good at Football; 

  

Five, in which it occurs to me that nonetheless I have Drink in the House and Money in the Bank*; 

  

Six, in which I consider that I have a Lovely Wife and Kids; 

  

Seven, in which I contemplate the Little House in the Country; 

  

Eight, in which it occurs to me that I am Not Dead Yet**. 

  

Written Feb / Mar 2009 

Duration – c.17 minutes. 

* Pre credit-crunch.  Please do not ask for a loan. 

** Correct at time of writing.  Consult local press for details. 
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