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5 Modular Miniatures

Instrumentation

Flute (+ Piccolo)
Bb Clarinet (+ Bass Clarinet)
Violin
Cello
Piano
1 Percussionist:
- Snare Drum(with/without snare) [S.D.] ;
- 3 Wood-blocks [W.B. - High, Medium, Low];
- 3Tom-toms [T.T. - High, Medium, Low];
- Bass Drum [B.D.];

Suggested Percussion Setup

W.B. W.B. W.B.
(L) (M) (H)

T.T.
S.D. (H)

TT.
Perc. M)

B.D. T

(L)



5 Modular Miniatures

Total duration: ~6:35 Pedro Henrique de Faria

About the piece

This piece is based on the study of various Cellular Automata models. Snapshots of the evolution of certain rules applied in different models were transcribed and manipulated,
serving as the entire rhythmic material for this work. The pixelated, self-similar and often non-evolutionary characteristics are instrinsic features of these materials.

A small collection of these images extracted are provided below, in order to demonstrate what was not only a literal, but also figurative reference of composition

through dynamic processes.

Selecting the order of movements

Performers are encouraged to select a different order of movements for each performance; if not, the default sequence is A-B-C-D-E.
The selection must follow some rules. These are presented below:

[A] must be the first or the fifth movement;

[B] should not be preceded or followed by [D];

[C] should not be the first movement;

[D] should not be preceded or followed by [B];

[E] should not be the first movement;

(ScoreisinC)

Performance Notes

General

Dashed ties represent motifs and phrases.

Time signatures and measures serve as mere subdivisions,
not meant to imply any emphasis or hierarchy on meter.
Strings double-stops have no suggested fingerings.

[A] - Piccolo, Bb Clarinet, Violin and Piano (dur. ~00:45)

Violin is always sul ponticello. Sordino is required in some excerpts.

When not specified, standard articulation for all instruments is tenuto.

Notice that the piano has two treble clefs: right hand being an octave higher throughout the movement.

Fermatas are always short (between 1.5 and 2.5 times the real duration of the specific note) and not preceded by rallentando.



[B] - Bass Clarinet, Cello, Piano, Bass Drum (dur. ~1:35)

Standard articulation for all instruments is tenuto.

Tremolos are always played as fast as possible.

Bass Drum, use soft mallets.

Fermatas are of medium duration (between 2.5 and 4 times the real duration).
The sound should be continuous in the first fermata (transition mm. 1-2).

[C] - Flute, Bb Clarinet, Violin, Cello, Piano, 3 Wood-blocks (dur. ~1:05)
Strings:
- arco: always non-vibrato, con sordino and sul ponticello;
- all pizzicati: notated either as 16th or 8th notes, in practice both have the same duration;
- Bartok pizz: all notes should be dampened after attack; no resonance;
- standard pizz.: let ring if accompanied by ties.
Wood-blocks:
- Use hard mallets.

[D] - Solo Piano (dur. ~1:35)
Standard articulation is tenuto.
Phrases and motives in this movement are not indicated by dashed ties. All chords are detached.

[E] - Flute, Bass Clarinet, Violin, Cello, Snare Drum (with/without snare), 3 Wood-blocks, 3 Tom-toms, Bass Drum (dur. ~1:35)
Tremolos are always played as fast as possible.

When cresc./dim. markings are not presented, dynamics should be considered subito.

Percussionist should select a pair of mallets that allow him to play all instruments.

Strings are always con sordino.
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