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Teacher’s Guide: 
 
 This exercise requires violins, violas and cellos to employ the same 
finger for the diminished 5ths occurring in their parts.  It requires both a 
forward and backward movement of the finger as well as a crossover to a 
new string.  This is sometimes described as a “diagonal movement.” 
 
 This tests whether the students are playing with independent fingers, a 
goal of advanced string playing technic. 
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