Palestrina

Missa Tu Es Petrus

This mass is based on Palestrina's motet Tu Es Petrus.
It was first published by Haberl in 1887 from manuscripts in the Vatican Library.
The original clefs are G2, G2, C2, C3, C4, F3.

These clefs imply downward transposition. I have here followed Praetorius, who said that
the transposition implied by these little clefs or chiavette is down a fourth if there is a flat
at the beginning of the staves, and a fifth otherwise, as is the case here.

I have also applied an upward transposition of a tone to account for the probable
difference in pitch.

The resulting sound is rich and splendid without being thick, for the bass does not go below G
in this transposition, apart from a few isolated low Es. Also the Alto has an A in the Benedictus,
which is normally the top note of this voice, being a high tenor part.

The cantus parts are appropriate for mezzo sopranos.

I am further encouraged to make this transposition by the consideration that there
was no fixed pitch in the papal choirs. Singers could be fined for setting the pitch so that
other singers had difficulty. A third consideration is that pitch could be deliberately lowered
for major services, and this Mass could certainly have figured in these.

A fourth consideration is that choirs wanting to sing this Mass one tone higher
can do so from this edition, or from a reprint at the higher pitch.

Editorial accidentals are indicated by a small circle.

In the Credo, Cantus 1 has E on the last note of "consubstantialem Patri",
or B in the terms of this edition. This is clearly an error as the resulting
suspension in the tenor does not resolve by step.

I gratefully acknowledge the use made of the edition by Lewis Jones on CPDL.
Reference: Kari Turunen: Performing Palestrina: From historical evidence to
tweny-first century performance on
http://ethesis.siba.fi/files/performing palestrina_final. pdf
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