Thomas Tallis

Mass: Puer Natus

Upward transposition of a tone has been applied in respect of the pitch change.
The voices are means, unbroken voices, high tenors ranging from D to A, tenor and two basses.
The inadequacy of falsettists for Tallis' alto parts is clearly shown in the Gloria of the present work,
bars 57 - 59, where a low e flat, on the minor third transposition (d in this edition)
has to support two basses in the most resonant part of their voices.
The surviving portions of the second alto part do not go above G, and it has been called Tenor 1 in this edition.
A mixture of altos and tenors might best be able to address Alto 1 (Alto in this edition).
The missing parts have been supplied by this editor bearing in mind the range of Tenor 1.

Accidentals resulting from modernisation of the key signature have not been marked.
Editorial accidentals are shown above the note. Those in the means at the opening of Agnus Dei 2
preserve the shape of the point and are beautiful, even if they lack other justification.

The underlay is given without dashes and underscores. This replicates
sixteenth century practice and keeps the score uncluttered.

The fragment of the Credo has been included with note values halved. Triple time and reduced voice
sections unexpectedly absent from the other movements apparently figured in the Credo.
Tallis wrote another syncopated point like that at Et expecto in the Lamentations at Facti sunt Hostes.
Similar ponts occur in Byrd's Great Service at That we being delivered and He remembering his mercy.
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