La Gioconda

La danza delle ore / Dance of the hours

Amilcare Ponchielli

arranged by Paul De Bra for
accordion orchestra
(1, 2, 3, 4, bass, Glockenspiel)

The Dance of the hours is probably the best known part of the opera La
Gioconda by Amilcare Ponchielli. The parts about sunrise, day, evening
and night flow into each other seamlessly. The arrangement for accordion
quintet or orchestra plus "Campanelli a tastieri" (Glockenspiel). Any
melodic instrument with bell-like sound can be used for this, for instance
a celesta (or keyboard with celesta sound selected). Although there are
just 4 accordion parts plus bass and bells it is best played by a larger
ensemble for a more massive sound. Note that the original contains more
percussion, but the bells are the only thing really necessary, the rest is
best left out (as percussion easily overpowers the accordions).

The Dance of the hours takes about nine and a half minutes, but it has
been shortened to just over six minutes in a way that unless you know
the original very well you probably won't miss the parts that are left out.

This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution
license.
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