
First Book of Harpsichord Pieces,
Op. 12, by Michel Corrette

Michel Corrette (1707–1795) was born in Rouen, son of the organist and
composer Gaspard Corrette. As a young man he moved to Paris where he
had a long and very active musical career. He was organist at the Jesuit
College in Paris for over 40 years and later became organist to the Duke of
Angoulême. A prolific composer, he wrote many works for the stage, con‐
certos, chamber music, and organ pieces, along with cantatas and other
sacred vocal works. Corrette also organized concerts and published his own
music and that of others, particularly Italian composers. In addition, he
wrote almost twenty method books for various instruments, including a
detailed treatise on the art of accompanying from a figured bass.
Corrette published the pieces in this volume under the title Premier Livre

de Pièces pour le Clavecin (First Book of Pieces for the Harpsichord) in 1734. It
contains four suites that include the traditional dances (allemande, gigue,
etc.) as well as pieces with evocative titles in the fashion popularized by
François Couperin’s harpsichord works. Although Corrette is not as well
known as some other French Baroque composers, the music in this collection
deserves attention from players today. It is generally not difficult, which
makes it accessible to most keyboardists.
This edition aims to present a text as close to the original printing as pos‐

sible while still being useful to contemporary keyboardists. It includes an
Introduction with discussion of ornamentation and other performance
issues, a glossary of French terms, and critical notes on the text.
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   Corrette’s intentions are clear, so just play what you see.  E

″ when repeating 

the A section, and a 16th rest followed by a′ when moving into the B section.



 



Prélude m. 29, l.h, first beat, lower voice: appoggiatura changed from 

b to a. 

Les Giboulées m. 67, r.h.: dots and triplet 3 added to be parallel with m. 69.  

Les Jumelles 1re Partie, m. 11 l.h.: sharps added on d′ and c′. 

 2e Partie, m. 68 r.h.: slurs added 

La Babillarde m. 30, r.h.: first beat d-d-c-b changed to c-d-c-b. 

Le Courier m. 16, r.h.: 𝅘𝅥𝅭  𝅘𝅥𝅭 changed to  𝅘𝅥𝅭  𝅘𝅥𝅮 

 

Le Grondeur m. 1, r.h., has mordents while the parallel passage in m. 8 has 

trills; one might play mordents in both. 

Badine m. 3, r.h. f, and m. 4, r.h. g: there seem to be trills above these 

notes, but the original printing is unclear here. 

 

La Degourdie 5e Double, m. 8: e′ on second beat changed from 8th to 16th 

note. 

Les Etoiles m. 10, r.h.: g″ changed to a″. 

 

La Prise de Jericho m. 1, both hands, the b′ and m. 2, the a′ have what might be 

trill signs, but the original is unclear.  The trills were omitted 

because the same notes, repeated in mm. 7–8, lack them. 

 m. 51:  the trill could apply to either the g♯ or the b below it. 
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La	Prise	de	Jericho
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page	35
La	Main	gauche	dessus
la	Main	droite.
The	left	hand	above
the	right	hand.

Editor's	note:	fingerings	above	notes	are	to	be	taken	by	the	right	hand,	and	those	below	notes	by	the	left	hand.

Explication	des	Marques	et	des	Passages	difficiles	a	doigter.
Explanation	of	Signs	and	of	Passages	that	are	difficult	to	finger.
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First Book of Harpsichord Pieces,
Op. 12, by Michel Corrette

Michel Corrette (1707–1795) was born in Rouen, son of the organist and
composer Gaspard Corrette. As a young man he moved to Paris where he
had a long and very active musical career. He was organist at the Jesuit
College in Paris for over 40 years and later became organist to the Duke of
Angoulême. A prolific composer, he wrote many works for the stage, con‐
certos, chamber music, and organ pieces, along with cantatas and other
sacred vocal works. Corrette also organized concerts and published his own
music and that of others, particularly Italian composers. In addition, he
wrote almost twenty method books for various instruments, including a
detailed treatise on the art of accompanying from a figured bass.
Corrette published the pieces in this volume under the title Premier Livre

de Pièces pour le Clavecin (First Book of Pieces for the Harpsichord) in 1734. It
contains four suites that include the traditional dances (allemande, gigue,
etc.) as well as pieces with evocative titles in the fashion popularized by
François Couperin’s harpsichord works. Although Corrette is not as well
known as some other French Baroque composers, the music in this collection
deserves attention from players today. It is generally not difficult, which
makes it accessible to most keyboardists.
This edition aims to present a text as close to the original printing as pos‐

sible while still being useful to contemporary keyboardists. It includes an
Introduction with discussion of ornamentation and other performance
issues, a glossary of French terms, and critical notes on the text.
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