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NOTES

Malcolm Hill’s creative life has been based on composition and concert improvisation
(organ). He was born in 1944; and studied from 1961 to 1968 at the Royal Academy of Music
in London; with extended periods in Holland and Sweden (performing and research).

He was a Professor at the Royal Academy of Music from 1969 to 1994; the next five years
were spent composing and completing works by Gesualdo and Szymanowski. In this century
he was appointed Musical Director of Chandos Singers in Bath (since 2000) and Bath
Chamber Opera (since 2011) while being a regular High-Church organist.

In 1975, Hill married Katharine Tylko, whose aunt, Anna Tylko-Makomaska, was born in
Wadowice and attended school in Lwow. In 1940 as a young medical student she was
deported by the Soviets to Kazakhstan. In 1942 with General Anders’ army she arrived in
Persia, from where she was able to reach the Lebanon and resume her medical studies at the
American University of Beirut (hence the reference in the eighth choral movement of
Exile). In 1950 she joined surviving family in England. She worked as a doctor in various
hospitals in England and became a specialist in respiratory disease and allergies. Throughout
her life she wrote poetry in Polish, published in England and Poland.

Anna Makomaska asked Malcolm Hill to set her poems to music and to publish the resulting
pieces. The poem in Choral Movement 8 appeared in the poetry compilation Kolor. The hand-
written poem which forms the text of Choral Movement 9 is in the composer’s possession.
The rough translation of part of this poem which starts cantata was made by Katharine Tylko,
whose poetic translations of other poems were included in Kolor.

Exile was composed while Hill was attempting to recover from sepsis which followed an
operation in 2018 and was never fully treated. He decided to compose individual movements
rather than a running narrative, in case he did not live to see the end of the work, but which
could be connected if completed. The decision to incorporate a number of languages was
primarily to remind the listener that exile has happened to many races. All of the first six
Interludes were composed after the 8" Choral Movement. It was when his infection became
worse, in January 2020, that Hill decided to add a 9" Choral Movement, to finalize the F# and
to wallow in the sound of a dramatic contralto’s low notes. He then decided to add a textless
female chorus to sing with both the flute and cello in a final Interlude, and composed this last
with references to two earlier movements.
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PREFACE

The Cantata Exile was conceived as a choral suite of movements, each of which could, as in
so many choral concerts, be taken out of context and performed separately. As exile has
happened to members of so many different races, a number of languages were set.

Interludes were then inserted between choral movements to give the singers a brief rest. The
interludes are all optional. They should start c.3-4 seconds after the previous choral movement
and be followed by the next choral movement after c.4-5 seconds.

The whole work is based around the octatonic scale, moving from the first movement’s F#
through tone/semitone/tone/semitone to F# for the final movement.



PERFORMANCE

The whole work (apart from Choral movements 5 and 7) may be rubato. Metronome markings
are just for guidance. Dynamics in the score are minimal in order to permit a variety of
interpretations.

If the whole work is performed, with or without interludes, movements should not be
transposed. The two instrumentalists should sit at the side and perform as though part of an
orchestra rather than appearing as soloists.

The Contralto soloist should not be replaced by a counter tenor. The Mezzo-soprano soloist
may sing some of the Soprano soloist’s parts. The Second soprano and Mezzo soprano parts
in the choruses are interchangeable. The Bass soloist should be happy down to D#. Other solo
roles might be given to members of the chorus.

Choral movements from no.2 onwards may be performed separately, as may the 3" Interlude.

In the opening movement if possible the large chorus version should be used. On Petrucci,
Malcolm Hill’s setting of Virgil’s Nos patriam also appears, set out for double chorus; but in
the cantata it was felt better to integrate the parts in order not to spend performance time
moving singers. The text for this movement comes from a rough translation of part of the
final movement, together with excerpts from Edward Thomas (Home: Not the end), Robert
Herrick (The Bad Season) and Virgil.
Texts used in Exile are taken from works by

Anon : Anglo-Saxon (Ch2) and Psalm 137 (Ch6)

Andon Zako Cajupi (1866-1930) : (ChS)

Robert Herrick (¢.1591-1674) : (Chl)

St John of the Cross (1542-1591) : (Ch4)

Anna Makomaska (1921-2017) : (Chl, Ch8 and Ch9)

Ovid (43BC-c.18) : (Ch7)

Edward Thomas (¢.1878-1917) : (Chl)

Virgil (70BC-19BC) : (Chl and Ch3)

Total duration ¢.93 minutes



EXILE

A Cantata with nine choral movements
and optional interludes for flute and cello

Each movement may be sung as a separate work,
but within the cantata must not be transposed.

1. From a Distance

for drammatic contralto soloist and SMATB chorus
An alternative setting of the Virgil for very large chorus
appears on pagelO.

Anna Makomaska, Edward Thomas, Malcolm Hill
Robert Herrick, Virgil 2018-20 mj375
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4. Encima de las corrientes
for SSAB soloists and Mixed Chorus

By the Waters of Babylon
Sahyin [0 se= ] =the Palestinian name for Jerusalem

Initial lines from a
Paraphrase of Psalm 137

by St John of the Cross Malcolm Hill
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5. Roberia

for SSB soloists and Mixed Chorus

Andon Zako Cajupi (1866-1930)
Written in 1902 Malcolm Hill
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2019 mj365

E da-shu - ra mé-mé-dhe, t€du - a dhe keshtusi je! Po kur té té
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E da-shu - ra mé-mé-dhe, t€du - a dhe keshtusi je! Po kur té té

E da-shu - ra mé-mé-dhe, t€du - a dhe keshtusi je! Po kur té té

E da-shu - ra mé-mé-dhe, t€du - a dhe keshtusi je! Po kur té té

|4
E da-shu - ra mé-mé-dhe, t€du - a dhe keshtusi je! Po kur té té

E da-shu - ra mé-mé-dhe, t€du - a dhe keshtusi je! Po kur té té
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Textless portions of the choral parts, startingwith L to be sung to o as in "on",
staggered breathing, with re-entry only at the beginning of the next bar

© Anna Makomaska and Malcolm Hill, Bath 2020
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