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Somewhere around 1757 Haydn, then aged 25, was invited by a
minor nobleman, Karl von Fiirnberg, to join a small musical
gathering at his estate at Wienzerl. The party consisted of
Fiirnberg's pastor, his steward, Haydn and Albrechtsberger,
brother of the famous contrapuntist who gave lessons to
Beethoven. Fiirnberg asked Haydn to compose something for the
two violins, viola and cello which these four amateurs played.

The results, entitled initially Divertimenti by Haydn himself,
were received with such enthusiasm that he was encouraged to
produce further works in this form and in 1762 he published
twelve quartets which subsequently became known as Opus 1 and
Opus 2.

As the starting point for Haydn's development of the string
quartet they have a rather special place in the history of
chamber music.
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